The 1972-73 Steeple and Foundation Restoration

By the spring of 1972, it became very clear that the steeple and foundation were in very bad shape. $20,000 would be
needed to be raised for the restoration. For its 12-14 members, it was a massive undertaking. The first meeting was held on
June 6™ where a small group of members (Alice Adams, Dobbie Jarackie, Marjorie Graves, Rick Eaton, Dot Cook and
Dwight Beebe) started the gigantic process of raising the money to keep the steeple from falling. Alice Adams volunteer to
be the Finance Chair.She kept a notebook which she titled “West Fairlee Ctr. Church, 1972-1973, Restoration and Progress
Report” by Alice Adams. In it, she kept meticulous records of each and all donations, meeting minutes, correspondence,
and newspaper articles. The following newspaper articles and accounts are from her progress report.

It was quickly realized they needed to get the word out far and wide. A letter was to be composed by Rick Eaton and
Henry Graves and Rick was put in charge of keeping the newspapers informed. Everyone was to bring in names to compile
a mailing list. By July 5, over 500 letters had been mailed.




Newspaper articles appeared in the Valley News and the Journal Opinion.

Journal Opinion —July 13, 1972

Alice noted in her progress report that donations started pouring in and that on July 28, they received an invitation to
write and visit with Mr. Sincerbeaux of Woodstock, VT. The Eva Gebhard-Gourgaud Foundation was interested in restoring
historic buildings. Ruth Russ inquired into this and set up a date to view the church with Mr. Sincerbeaux. On August 14,
the Foundation awarded a grant of $2,000 and would match funds raised up to $5,000. At one-point Alice wrote “Don’t tell
me that miracles can’t happen.”




Alice described a working “party” that was organized for Saturday, September 23, 1972, to work on the church
foundation, cemetery fence, and some sprucing up the clubhouse. Those working on the church foundation were Maurice
Eaton, Bob Adams, Ken Southworth, Buster Bates, Leonard Russ, Gary Paper, Earl Adams, and Carl Cook. Those painting
the fence of the cemetery were Ginny Southworth, Alice Adams, Edith Eastman, Doris Honig, Dot Cook, Serena Young,
Toni Pape, Marjorie Graves, Kay Schlichting, and Henry Graves. The sprucing up the clubhouse was done by Marjorie
Graves, Henry Graves, Dot Cook, Phyllis Russ, Kay Schlichting, and Edith Eastman. Those providing food were Marion
Godfrey, Norma Young, Marjorie Graves, Dobbie Jareckie, and Edith Eastman.

Journal-Opinion — September 28, 1972




Alice reported, “There was help all around the place. Putting timbers in place, digging around the church, and knocking
and breaking out the cement steps and landing. There was great excitement when the children found snake eggs and watched
them hatch right then and there.”

Journal-Opinion — November 12, 1972
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By the beginning of 1973, they had the money needed to complete the restoration. In January, they received the sad news
that the steeple contractor had fallen 40 feet off a church he had been working on in Franconia, NY, and died. It certainly
made everyone aware of the dangers involved. Raymond Morse of Littleton, NH was selected to finish the steeple and roof
job.



Reroofing of the Church was completed by May 20, 1973. On October 2, 1973, the great day arrived when the new
steeple was transported from Littleton, NH on a flatbed truck and the crane lifted it into place. The new steeple was installed
completing the restoration work.

Journal-Opinion — October 4, 1973




Valley News — October 3, 1973




Alice’s final notation in her records: “Hope you enjoy browsing into our endeavors. We enjoyed every minute.”



